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Everyone Invited! 

St. Catherine of Siena 
81st Annual Church Picnic 

Enochsburg 
Sunday, September 2, 2018 

‘‘Famous Fireside Inn Fried Chicken’’ 
also, Roast Beef Dinners starting at 11:00 a.m. ----- 3:00 p.m. 

Carryouts Available 
Beer Garden o Mock Turtle Soup  
Homemade Pies o Sandwiches   

Prizes o Quilts o Variety Stands   
Adult & Children’s  Games o Country Store  
 Take New Point exit 143 off I-74, go north on County Road 850 E 

¼ mile, turn right on Base Road, go 3 mi. 
License #146801 

St. Anthony Church 101st, Annual
 Labor Day Festival and Chicken Dinner!

September 3, 2018

CHICKEN OR ROAST BEEF DINNERS
RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE FOR THE HANDICAPPED

SERVED IN AIR CONDITIONED HALL – 11:00 AM TO 4:30 PM
LUNCHSTAND WITH A WIDE VARIETY OF FOODS FROM 11:00 AM TO?

GRAND RAFFLE $10,000 OR AN UTV
AND $100 WINNER EVERY ½ HOUR BEGINNING AT 12 PM. 

Winners will be put back in for the Grand Prize and another chance throughout the day to win $100
(1) EARLY BIRD DRAWING AUGUST 20 FOR $100 • YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

QUILTS, ARTS and CRAFTS, GAMES FOR ALL, KIDDIE ATTRACTIONS AND
 A VARIETY OF BOOTHS AND MUSIC

FAMOUS TURTLE SOUP! CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE 
 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2018 – EVENING COOKOUT 5:00 PM TO ??

Come and kickoff our 100th anniversary, enjoying Music, Refreshments, and Beer Garden   
From Ohio, Take I-74 West to Sunman exit 156, Left onto 101, turn right onto IN46, east, to Morris. Approx 5 miles from Penntown

From Indianapolis, take I-74 East to Batesville exit 149, turn right onto N. Walnut St/IN-229. Take first left onto State Rd 46 East to Morris.   
LICENSE #147087

4781 East Morris Church • Morris, IN 47006 • 812-934-6218 • parishoffice@stanthonymorris.org

By Sean Gallagher

Jesuit Father Thomas Widner, director 
of spiritual formation at Bishop Simon 
Bruté College Seminary in Indianapolis 

and formerly an 
archdiocesan priest, 
died on Aug. 13 at 
St. Vincent Hospital 
in Indianapolis. He 
was 76.

The Mass of 
Christian Burial 
was celebrated on 
Aug. 20 at St. Andrew 
the Apostle Church 
in Indianapolis. 
Jesuit Father Bradley 

Schaeffer, a provincial assistant of the 
Jesuits USA Midwest Province, was 
the principal celebrant of the Mass. 
Burial followed at Calvary Cemetery in 
Indianapolis.

Ordained a priest of the Archdiocese 
of Indianapolis in 1969, Father Widner 
served in parishes in central and southern 
Indiana until he entered the novitiate of 
the Society of Jesus in 1985. He also 
served as editor of The Criterion from 
1975-84.

The son of a former editor of the 
Indianapolis Star, he was the last priest 
to serve as editor of the archdiocesan 
weekly newspaper. As a Jesuit, he went 
on to serve as editor-in-chief of The New 
World, the newspaper of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago, and as an assistant editor and 
writer for America, a national magazine 
published by the Jesuits.

Retired Father Jeffrey Godecker, an 
ordination classmate of Father Widner, 
said his friend was “a teacher at heart” 
who sought to share the Gospel with 
others through his ministry in journalism.

“It was about communicating the Gospel 
and Catholic values,” Father Godecker said. 
“I think he took to that pretty well. He was 
very loyal to the Church.

“Tom [also] enjoyed getting to 
know people. He was a man who made 
connections.”

He did so through parish ministry, 
especially at St. Andrew the Apostle 
Parish in Indianapolis, which he served as 
co-pastor from 1972-75.

Father Widner was also known for 
making connections with others and 
helping people make a greater connection 
with God in spiritual direction and 
retreats.

That aspect of his ministry will be his 
lasting legacy in Indianapolis, where he 
spent the last 14 years of his ministry, said 
Jesuit Father William Verbryke, president 
of Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School in 
Indianapolis. He noted how Father Widner 
led many of the faculty and staff of 
Brebeuf Jesuit in the Spiritual Exercises 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola while serving 
as the high school’s vice president for 
mission and identity from 2004-10.

“I’m still hearing from people 
today how him having gone through 
the Exercises with them was very life-
giving and life-changing for them,” 
Father Verbryke said.

This work of leading people to a 
deeper relationship with God became 
more focused when Father Widner 
became director of spiritual formation at 
Bishop Bruté, a role in which he served 
as the principal spiritual director of 
dozens of college seminarians from the 
archdiocese and other dioceses across the 
Midwest.

“He was an excellent spiritual 
director and did a wonderful job with 
our guys,” said Father Robert Robeson, 
Bishop Bruté’s rector from its founding 
in 2004 until 2016. “He was sort of a 
grandfatherly figure to a lot of our guys. 
He always made himself available to the 
guys. He really loved them and cared for 
the souls of the guys.”

Father Robeson, who now serves as 
pastor of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in 
Beech Grove, said that Father Widner’s 
experience as both an archdiocesan 
priest and as a Jesuit with the order’s 
focus on spiritual discernment was 
a good combination for him in his 
ministry at Bishop Bruté, helping 

college-age young men grow spiritually 
and in human maturity at the same time.

“His understanding of the spiritual 
life allowed him to understand how the 
spiritual formation and human formation 
were integrated,” said Father Robeson, 
noting that Father Widner helped the 
seminarians “to recognize that every 
moment of their lives and the struggles 
they were having on a human level were 
profoundly spiritual.

“For me, that was one of the greatest 
gifts he brought to the seminary.”

Father Joseph Moriarty, Bishop Bruté’s 
current rector, said that the many 
graduates and current seminarians of 
the seminary who gathered to pray at 
Father Widner’s bedside in his final days 
were a testament to the profound effect 
that he had on their lives.

“He was a pastor to them, like a 
shepherd, a mentor and a friend,” said 
Father Moriarty.

Thomas Charles Widner was born 
on April 27, 1942, in Indianapolis to 
Frank and Marie Widner. He grew up as 
a member of the former St. Bernadette 
Parish in Indianapolis.

A graduate of Father Thomas 
Scecina Memorial High School in 
Indianapolis, Father Widner earned a 
bachelor’s degree in English in 1964 
at Marian University in Indianapolis 
before becoming an archdiocesan 
seminarian.

He received priestly formation at the 
former St. Mary’s Seminary in St. Mary, 
Ky., and at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in 
St. Louis.

Archbishop Paul C. Schulte ordained 
him a priest on May 24, 1969, at SS. Peter 
and Paul Cathedral in Indianapolis. 
That same year, Father Widner earned 
a master’s degree in English from the 
University of Notre Dame in northern 
Indiana.

His first pastoral assignment in 
the archdiocese was to the former 
Latin School, an archdiocesan high 
school seminary in Indianapolis, where 
he served as an English teacher, and 

as associate pastor of Our Lady of the 
Greenwood Parish in Greenwood from 
1969-72.

Father Widner ministered as co-pastor 
of St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in 
Indianapolis from 1972-75 before serving 
as editor of The Criterion from 1975-84.

During that time, he also served as 
administrator of the former St. Rose 
of Lima Parish in Knightstown from 
1979-80. He later ministered as 
associate pastor of St. Barnabas Parish 
in Indianapolis and as administrator of 
Holy Trinity Parish in Edinburgh from 
1984-85.

In the Society of Jesus, Father Widner 
served on the editorial staff of America 
from 1987-91, as the associate director 
of the Spiritual Renewal Center in 
Hammond, Ind., from 1991-92, and then 
as editor-in-chief of The New World in 
Chicago.

From 1995-97 he was a publications 
assistant at Company Magazine and 
director of communications of the 
office of the then-Chicago Province of 
the Society of Jesus. He then served 
for two years in retreat ministry at 
the Jesuit Spiritual Center in Milford, 
Ohio, before ministering as secretary 
for communications for the USA Jesuit 
Conference from 1999-2004 and as 
superior of the Jesuits’ Leonard Neale 
House in Washington.

Father Widner returned to Indianapolis 
in 2004, serving as vice president of 
mission and identity at Brebeuf Jesuit 
Preparatory School until 2010, when he 
became director of spiritual formation at 
Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary, a 
position he held until his death.

He is survived by brothers 
Daniel Widner of Mechanicsville, 
Va.; James Widner of Dayton, Ohio; 
John Widner of Edinboro, Pa.; 
Michael Widner of Blairsville, Ga.; and 
Robert Widner of Indianapolis.

Memorial gifts may be sent to 
The Midwest Jesuits, P.O. Box 6713, 
Carol Stream, IL, 60197-6713, or at 
jesuitsmidwest.org/FrWidnerMemorials. †

Jesuit Father Thomas Widner, former archdiocesan 
priest and editor of The Criterion, dies at age 76

Fr. Thomas Widner, 
S.J.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—By 
receiving the Eucharist at Mass, 
Christians are given Christ’s same 
spirit and a taste of eternal life, 
Pope Francis said. 

“Every time that we participate in 
the Holy Mass, we hasten heaven on 
Earth in a certain sense because from the 
eucharistic food—the body and blood of 
Christ—we learn what eternal life is,” the 
pope said on Aug. 19 during his Angelus 
address. 

After praying the Angelus prayer 
with pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square, 

the pope led them in praying for the 
victims of massive flooding caused by 
monsoon rains in the Indian state of 
Kerala. 

According to the BBC, more than 
350 people have died while thousands 
more are still trapped and awaiting 
rescue. 

“I am close to the Church in Kerala, 
which is in the front lines to bring aid 
to the population. We are all close to the 
Church in Kerala, and let us pray together 
for those who have lost their lives and for 
those people who are tried by this great 

calamity,” the pope said. 
In his main address, Pope Francis 

reflected on the Sunday Gospel reading 
in which Jesus tells the crowd that 
“whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life” (Jn 6:54).

The Eucharist, the pope said, is where 
Christians find “that which spiritually 
feeds us and quenches our thirst today and 
for eternity.”

“Happiness and eternity of life 
depend on our capacity for making the 
evangelical love we received in the 
Eucharist fruitful,” he said. 

Resistance to allowing oneself to be 
nourished by Jesus’ body and blood, 
he said, is seen “when we struggle to 
model our existence to that of Jesus, 
to act according to his standards and 
not according to the standards of the 
world.”

“This is so important: to go to Mass 
and receive Communion because to 
receive Communion is to receive the 
living Christ who transforms us from 
within and prepares us for heaven,” 
Pope Francis said. †

Eucharist is a taste of heaven on Earth, Pope Francis says


